
Upper Bern Township Ordinance Number 123 -2012

An Ordinarnce of Upper Bern Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania, regulating and requiring permits for
peddling arrd solicitation activities within Upper Bern Township. This Ordinance shall hereby be referenced

as the "Peddling and Solicitation Ordinance".

Be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the Upper Bern Township Board of Sttpervisors, Berks County,
Pennsvlvania as follows:

Section l: Purpqse. This Ordinance is being enacted fc'r the lbllowing pllrposes:

A. To control the nuisances and inconve:nience resulting fronr peddling :rnd/or soliciting actir,'ities

within Upper Bem Township.

B. To regulate peddling and rsolicitati,cn activities within
provisions for the issuance of perrnits for said acts.

Section 2: Defiqitions. Unless othetwise expressly stated, the fbllorving
Ordinance. have the meanine herein indicate:d

lJpper Bern Township by providin-e

worcls shallt, for the purpose of this

B.

C.

A. Board of Supervisors: T'he governing body of Upper []ern Township, Berks Cottntl'"

Pennsylvania.

Peddler: Any person engaged in the ract of peddling as defined rvithin tlhis Ordinance.

Peddling: -fhe selling or ofTering litr sale of any goods, wares, set'vices or tnerchandise lbr
irnrnediate d,elivery which the person selling or off-ering for sale carries with him in traveling. or

has in his possession or control, upon any of the streets or sidervalks; <tr fi'om hotlse to house; or

by visitation to private residences; or by entering in or upon private prope:r1y within I.Jpper llern
Tow'nship.

Person: An individual, corporation. parlnership, association, group, organization, trust, estate.

foundation clr other similar entity,

E,. Soliciting: The seeking or taking of contracts or orders for any ;goods, wares, services ot'

merchandise lbr future delivery or f'c,r subscriptions or contributions r-rpon anY of the streets or

sidewalks; or from house to house; or by visitation to private residences; or by entering irt or

upon private property rvithin the J'ownship; and shall furlher mean the seeking or taking of
contracts or orders for horne or other building repairs, improvetnents arrd alterations ancl alst'r

orders or contracts for any rnechanical, electrical, plumbing or heatinpi devices or equipment for
house or other building improvements; or repairs upon places within Uprper Bern -lor.vnship.

F. Solicitor: Any person engaged in thc acl of soliciting as defined withinr this Ordinance.

G. Temporary: A period of time not to exceed one ( l) year or 365 consecutive calendar day's.

H. -fownship: lJpper Bern T'ownship, Bierks County, Pennsylvania.

I" ZoningOrdinance: The l.Jpper Bern 
-['ownship Zoning Ordinance.

D.
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Section 3: Exc€ptions. The provisions of this Ordinance shall not apply to the tbllowing persons, provided that

they are recognized by the Board of Supervisors as being exempt fiom this Ordinance:

A. Farmers seeking or taking orders for the immediate sale oftheir own products in accordance rvith

the provisions ofthe Zoning Ordinance.

B. Persons taking authorized orders for merchandise from dealers, distributors, manttfacturers or

merchants for resale to an ultimate consumer, dealer or distributor.

C. Any school student under the age of twenty (20) who is attending a public or privale school

district serving Upper Bem 1'ownship.

D. Organizations which solicit only within the nrembership ofthe organization by their members.

E. Civic, charitable or non-prolit organizations that are classified as such by the Commonwealth o1'

Pennsylvania and are considered as a local or community based organization that serues Upper

Bern Township by the Board of Supervisors.

F. Transient retail uses that are pemittecl in accordance rvith the provisiorts specified by the Zoning

Ordinance.

Section 4: Pennit RequiElqglts: The following permit requirements shall apply to persons desiring to engage iIr

peddling and solicitation activities within the Towrtship:

A" No person shall engage in s<lliciting c'r peddling in the'l'orvnship rvithrlut first having obtained a

permit as provided in this Ordinance.

B. Every person desiring to engage irr soliciting or peddling in the Township shall first ntakt:

application to the Torvnship SecretaLry for a perntit. l'he application shall be rnade on a lbrrn
provided by the Township and shall contain the following inforrnation.

1. Full name and telephone number of the applicant and local address, if any.

2. Pennanent address.

3. Name of employer or a statement that such applicant is self-ernployed.

4. The nature of the goods, wares, services. or merchandise offered for sale and the tnanner itt

r,vhich it rvill be offered.

5. A staternent as to wl-retl'rer or not the applicant has ever been conr,'icted of any critne and il'
the answer is in the aff-irrnative, the nature of the offense or oI'lf-enses and the punishrnent

irnposed.

6. The t1'pe of vehicle to be used (rnake, model and license nutnbet'), iliany.

7 . Three business references who have known the applicant for thr,:e y'ears or more.

8. The dates and tirne of day that the pecldling and solicitation activitier; shall occur.

9. Upon request by LJpper Bem -l',ownship, a photograph shall be tarkerr of all persons engages

with the peddling or solicitation activities.
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C. Where a person makes application for himself and one or lnore other individuals, all applicable

personal information specified above shall be given for each individual and verilled or affirrned

by oath or affirmation by the individual to be permitted. An individual permit shall be required

for each solicitor or peddler. No permit issued under the provisions of thris Ordinance shall be

transferable from one person or individual tc'r another.

D.

E,.

A.

B.

No perrnit shall be issued under this
designated agent until three (3) days
Township.

chapter until approved by the Boarcl of Supervisors <tr its,

after the date of application for said permit is made to the'

The permit when issued shall state, inter alia, the products to be sold ,:r services to be rendered

by the license. Every person engaged in paddling or soliciting activities within the T'ow'nsl-ripr

shall carry the pennit at all times arrrJ shall upon request exhibit the permit to all citizens ancl

municipal offlcials. No pedcller or soliicitor shall engage in selling anlr products or services not

mentioned on such permit.

Section 5: Permit Fee and Term Limitations: The following provisions shall apply to permit fees and term

limitations associated with peddling and solicitation activities within the Township:

A pennit fee shall be required for peddling and solicitation activities within Upper lJern

Township. 'Ihe required fee shall be e'stablished by resolution by the Board of Supervisors. Such

fee shall be in the form of a certiFied check or money order madr: payable to Upper lJern

Township. A separate application sh,all be flled and a separate permit fee shall be paid by each

individual r,vho shall actually engaiqe in soliciting or peddling. This provision shall appl)'

notwithstanding an employer desiring; to secure pennits for several emplc,yees or agents. frach

tirne the perrnit is rener,ved shall constitute a new perrnit f-ee.

A perrnit for peddling and solicitatir-rn erctivities shall be considered a temporaty pernrit that is
valid for one (l) year or 365 conser;utive calendar days liom the dat"e the permit was initiall'''
issued by the Township. Upon expiration of the pennit, the person llay renew the perrnit on i,l

year to year bnsis.

C. No person pennitted as a peddler or solicitor under this Ordinance shall engage in peddling or'

soliciting on any day of the week befc're 9:00 a.rn. or after [l:00 p.m.

No person permitted as a peddler or solicilor under this Ordinance shLall engage in soliciting or
peddling on any national holiday or Sirirnday.

Section 6: Prohibited Acts: The following prohibited acts shall apply to any person that padicipates in peddling

or solicitation activitres:

No person perrnitted as a peddler or solicitor under this Ordinance shall hzrwk or cry his wares or

services upon any of the streets or sidervalks in the Tor,r'nship nor shalll he use any loud speakel'.

bell, whistle or other device for announcing his presence b5r which the public is annoyed.

The practice of going in and upon private residences within the for,vnship by lteddlers crt'

solicitors not having been requested 1o do so by the owner or occuparrt oll any private resiclertce,

for the pLtrpose of soliciting orders for the sale of goods, wares and tnerchandise and/or disposing

of and/or peddling or hawking the sal'ne is hereby declared to bc a nuisanco ilnd a violation of this

Ordinance.

A.

B.

D.



.Any acts that are considered frau,CulLent, unlawful misrepresented, ilotl-colrpliant arnd/or al'e

,Jetrirnental to the health, safety and gr:neral welfare of the conrmunity slhall not be permitted. All
rsuch prohi$ited acts shall be subjecrt to the- suspension and revocation of the permit and the

penalties for l'iolating the provisions of this (Jrdinance.

Section 7: Signs: At the discretion of the Board of Supervisors, signs shall be erected along certain roads

notifying the public that peddling or solicitation within Upper Bern Township is not allowed without a

oermit.

(-

Sr.rspension and Revocation of Perrnits: Any permit issued under the ;rrovisions of this Ordinance lna)'

be suspended or revoked at any time by the f]oerrd of Supervisors.

Enforr;ement: 'fhe floard of Supervisors or any duly authorized agent of Ullper Bern Tolvttship shall

have the power to enforce the provisions of this Ordinance.

Violal-ions and Penalties: Any person who violates or permits a v'iolation of 1,his Ordinance shall, upolt

convir:tion in a sumrnary proceeding broughrt befbre a District Justice under the Pennsylvania Rules o1'

Criminal Procedure, be guilty of a sumrnar'/ offense and shall be punishable lby et fine o1'not more than

$1,0[),0, plus costs of prosecution. In default of payrnent thereof, the defenrJant may be sentenced tcr

impri:;onment fbr a term not exceeding 90 days. Each day or portion thereof that such violation

contirrues or is permitted to continue shall constitute a separate ofl-ense, attd each section of this chapter

that is; violated shall also constitute a separa(e offense.

R.eleirler: All Ordinances or Resolr-rtions, or parts of Ordinances ol' Resolr,rtions, ittsofar ils they' are

inconsistent herew'ith, shall be ir-r the satne or l-rereby repealed.

Valic!!!y: If any Section orpart of a Section of'this Ordinance shall be declaled iinvalid, sttclt invaliditv
shall not affect the remaining parls or Se:ctions of this Ordinance. It is hereby declared to be the

legislative intent that this Ordinance rvoulld have been enacted as i1'such jinvalid Section or pottioll
thereof had not been included therein.

Sectiop 13: Eff'ective Date: 'Ihis Ordinance shall becorrre cffective rvithin five (5) days alteradoption.

Section 14: Murr!cipal Enactment: Ordained and eniacted on this 14tr' day of Novelltber, 2012, by a vote
<- \ r\bstained (- " Absent.___3_ Yes {\ No

Upper lBern l-ownship Board of Supervisors
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Peddling and
Upper Bern Township,

lSolicitation Permit
lBierks County, Pennsylvania

The Upper Bem Township Board of Supervisors has adopted a Peddling and Solicitation Ordinance on November 14,2012 via
Ordinance 123-2012. This Permit shall be completed by all persons classified as a "Peddler" or "Solicitor".

Name of the Principal Contact Person and
Telephone Nunrber:

Names of all other persons engaged with the
peddling and solicitation activities:

The nature of the goocls, wares, services, or
merchandise offered firr sale and the manner in
which it will ber offered:

Have any persons involved with this permit
application ever been r;onvicted of a crime. If
so, please state the nature of the offense and
punishment imposed:

The type of vehicle(s) to be used including the
make, model and licenLse number:

List 3 business referen'ces with telephone
numbers who have known the applicant for 3

years or more

The dates and times o1'day that the peddling and
solicitation activities shall occur

A copy of a photo identification card with a

recent picture cf all persons involved with the
application and the required permit fee shall be

submitted with this permit application.

I hereby certifl that that I have reviewed
Ordinance 123-2012 and shall comply with all
provisions for peddling and solicitation. I
further certif, that the information contained on
this permit applicatiorr is true and correct. Applicant Print Your Name and Sign above: Date ol'Application

This permit application is hereby approved based

upon the infornnation r;ubmitted by'the applicant.
This permit shall be re:voked and terminated if
any of the informationL submitted by the

applicant is determined to be false or misleading.

Name of Businoss or Orsanization'

Mailing Addre:is and llelephone Number(s):

Type of Photo ID Card:

Permit l\pplication Fee:

Form # UBT- 028

Signature of Authorized UBT Olficial Date of Approval


