
TIPPER BE]RN TOWNSHIP
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AN ORDINANCE OF TIPPEIT ETERN TOVV-NSHIP, BERKS COUNTY, PE,NNSYLV,\NIA,
WI{IC]H IS INTENDED TO R]F]!'ISF] THE ITJPPER BBRN'tOWNSIilP SUtsDIVISION AI''[D

LAI\I) DBVrII,OPM],lN'f OIRDIN,A.NCB OI.'2008,I}Y AMFII{DING TIIE PROVISIONS
CONTAINED UI{DER SECTTON 202 (SPECTFTC Trl,RMS).

BIIING ENACl'tsD AND ORIDAINIID by the tsoard of Supcrvisors of Upper Bem Towrtslfp,

Berks County, Irennsylvania (the "'lixvnship"), artd it isr hereby enacted and or<lained by auth'crity of the

sarne, as fbllows:

WIiBR-tt;AS, the'l'ownship has duly adopted aurd does nriafurtain an ordinancc titled thc "{lpper

Besr 'Iownship Subdivision and L,and Developinent Ordinance of 2008" (tho "SubdivisiorL and L,end

f)evelopment O rdinance").

WHIIRI|AS, Sectiol 505 ol: Pennsylvania MuLnicipalities Planning Codc ("MPC") authcx"izes

municipalities within t11c C-gmmonrvealth ol' l?enns1'lvania to amcnd thcjr Subdivision and Land

Devclopmcnt Ordinance.

WHIIRIIAS, the Board of Supr;rvisors believe s it is i-n rhe best intclest of thc 'I'ownsirip to furlher

regulate floodplain managernent regu.latircns to r:ompllr with fhe provisions._of the Federal llmerg,:nc)'
Minagement Agency andihc guidclines establishr,:d by the Commonrvcaltir of Pennsylvania.

WlIIlRilAS, thc Boarcl of Supt;:rviriors has considcrcd thc commcnts of 1hc Ilerks Counry Planrring

Comrnission, the t.lpper Bem 'I'olvn:lhip Planniirg Commission and the gencral public altcr a public

hcaring duly conductcd in accordance with the provisions of the VtP( ) nnd the Zoning Ordinance.

NOW'I'HERJ:.[,ORl], be it ordairred that the t,ipper Rern'lownship Boald of Supervisors cloes

hereby approve and adopt the fiill;wing amendmerrts to the Subdivision and Lzurd l)evelopntent
Ordinance, as follows:

Section l:The following principal dt:linition of the "JFloodplainr Overlay I)islrict", as contirjncd undcr
Section 202 (Specific 'l enns) of thc [Jpper Rem Township Subdivision and l-'arrd

Dcvclopment Ordinance o{'2008, shall bc revised, rcplilced eurd/or amended as lbllows:

Floodplairi Overlay Distri,;l: A conl;ervati,cn overla,', of larnd and water, which have treen

defiled within the Flooil Insuranc,e Shrdy, as prepared by the Federal Emergency.N{anagement
Ageney, which principally include ai'eas lc,cated along the major creeks and wirterwa)is of
Upper lSern I'ownship. 'l'he FJ.oodplain Ove;rlay District is further defined and regulated r.rlder
the- Upper Bern .fowndrip Zoning r,)rdinance and thc Upper Bcrn Township Floodplain
Ordinance- as mav be revised or amenr;led.
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Section 2:The following subordinate definitions of the "Floodplain Orrerlay-District", as contained unLder

Section 202" (Specific T'emrs) of the tlpper Bern Township Subdivision and Land

Development Ordinance o1'2008, shall be rerrised, replaced and/or amended as follows:

Baso Flood: A flood urhich has a orLe percent chance of being equaled or excce,ded in any

given year (also callcd the " 10O-year flood" or one-percent (1%) armual chance flood).

Flood Insurance Rate lr'Ia.p (.F'IRM): The official naap on which the lrederal Emerg,encv

Management Agcncy has'delineated both the areas of special flood hazards and thc risk
prenrium zones applicable [o the comnrunity.

Flood Insurarce Study (ll?lS): The official report providcd by the l:ederal Emergencv

Managemcnt Agency ihai includes fl,ood ploliics, the Flood Insurancc \ate Map, the Flood

tsoundary and Floodway lvfap, and the water surface elevation of thc base flood.

Irlood of Record: 'lhe flood rvhich has reachcd the tLighest llood clcvatiou above meiur sea

level at a particular local.io;n.

Floodplain: A rclatively flat or low lan,J area which is subject to parlial c,r conlplete
inundation fiorn an adjolning or nearby stream, river or watercourse; and/or any are,a subjent to

the unusual eurd rapid accumulation of surface waters liom any source. 'l'he definitic'rr of
"floodplain" shall also apply to "floodplain a.rea".

Floodplain Ordinance: T'ile Llpper Bcm Tcrwnship Floodplain Ordinance, as mal'be re'rised
ancL'or amended.

|loodway: The ciranncl ,cf a ri'ser or other watercoutse and the adiacent land areas l-hat must be

rcserued in ordcr to discharge the base, flood rvithout c'unulatively ittcrea.sing the w'ater surface
elevation morc than one 1bot.

1O0-Yezr Flood: A {lor:rj that, on the lverago, is likcly'to occur once every one hundred (100)
ycars (i.e. that ha.s a uro ([o%) percen]: chirnoc of occurring cach ycar, although til: flood.may
occuf ln any year),

100-Year Flood BoundaLry:: '['he outel bounCary of an irca of land thal is likcly to be f]ooded
once every 100 years (i.e. that has a one perc€nt chance of being flooded each ycar'). A r;tudy
by lhe F'ederal Insurancc Administration, the United. States Army Corps of Engineers, the
United States Dcparhncnt of Agriculture'rs Soil Conservation Service, the United States
Geological Survey, thc Susquchannzr. River Basin Commission, or a licensed professional
engineer registered by the llommonwealth of Pennsyivzuria is necessary to definc this
boundary.

10O-Yeeir Fiood Elcvation: T'he rvater surfac:e elevations of the 1O0-year flood.

Section 3:Repealer: All Ordinamces or Resolutions, or parts of Ordinances or Resolutionr;, insoflrr as
they are inconsistent herev,.ith, shall br: iri the same or hereby repealed.

Section 4:Validit"v: If any Sectiorr or part of a ilection of this Ordinance shall be declared invaiid, r;ush
invalidity shall not affect the remairLing piarts or Sections of this Ordinanoe. .[t is hereby
declared to be the legislative intent that this Ordinance would have bcen enacterl as il'such
invalid Section or norlion thereof had not be,en includeC therein.
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Section 5: Ilffective Date: 'Ihis Or:'dinance shr,rll become effective within livc (5) days after adoption.

Altest:

Section 6: Municipal Enactment

ORDAIN'ED AND ENACTED this 8rn dal,of Irebruary, 20I2,b1' a vote of -- -:, Yes - ( - '--
Absent.

I,IPPER tsETN TO,WNSHIP BOARD OF SI]PERVISORS

David Y
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By:

E:--fu€,n-
Ervin D. Stcinly" Jr.ffOcrvisor
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