
ORDINANCE NO. 19 - 1980

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOIfNSHIP OF UPPER BERN,
BERKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, REGULAI'ING TtrE
GROWING OF GRASS, WEEDS, AND OTI{ER VEGETA-
TION, AND PROVIDING FOR THE MANDATCIRY CUTTING
OF SAME RY TIIE TOWNSI{IP AND PENALTIES FOR
FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH SAID PROVISIONS.

BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Supervisors of Upper Bern

Township, Berks County, Pennsylvanla, and 1t is hereby enacted and

ordained by the authority of the sane as folloys:

Section 1. De!!nitions and Interplgtati.ons. In this 0rdinance

the word "person'r shall nean and includo any natural personr partnership,

association, firm or corporation,

Section 2. Grass, wgeds, and other Jege,jation declarejl to be

a nuisancejglder ce]tain coqditions. No person, owning or occupying any

property in Upper Bern Tornship, shall pernit any grass or weeds or any

other vegetation not edible or planted for agrlcul.tural or ornanental

purposes, to grow or renain upon such premlses so as to exceed a hetght

of twelve (12) inches, or to throw off any unplea$ent or obnoxious odors

or to conceal any deposits of trash, rubbish, gertrager or other forns of
refuse or to create or to produce pollen or to go to seed. Any grassrr.

weeds or other vegetation grouing upon eny prenises in the Tornship ln
violation of any provisions of thls Section is her:eby declared to be



nuisance and detrimental to the health, safety, cleanrines
the inhabitsnts of the Township.

Section J. 
.The owner of any premises, whether vacant or occupi.ed by said o'ner, andthe occupant thereof, for prenises occupied by a person other than theovrner' shall renove, trinr or cut arl gr8s3, weeds or other vegetation

growing or remaining upon such premises ln violation of the provisions ofthe second section of this ordinance.

section 4' Notice tg renove, trim, or cut; _authority for
Towrrs'ip to do work-arrd collect costs prgr l'lerex!. The Totrnship
supervisors, or any enproyee of the Township so designated by the
l'ownship supervisors' are hereby authorized to give notlce, br personal
service or by United states lrtair, to the owner or occupant as the case
may be' of any prenrises which violete the provislons of this ordinance,
directing and requiring such owner or occupant to renoye, trin or cut
such grass, weeds r or vegetation, so as to conforrn ,!o the require -
ments of this ordinance within flve (5) days after :issuance of such
notice' In case any person shall neglect, fail or nefuse to cornply with
such notice ltithin the tirne period stated above, then and in that event,
the Township authorities may remove, trin or cut such grass, weedsr or
other vegetation, and the cost thereof, together with an additional
anount of fifteen (15) percent thereofr DBr be collected by the Tornship
fron such person in the nanner provided by law.
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section 5. penar.tv for vioration. Any person who sharr
violate or fall, neglect or refuse to conply rlth any of the provlsions
of this ordinanco, shal1, upon conviction thereof ,, before a District
Justice, be guilty of a summary offonse, and be sentenced to pay a flne o
not less than Fifty Dollars ($5o.oo1 or more than Three Hundred Dollars
($r00'00), and cost of prosecution, and in default of payrnent of such
fine and coqts ' to irnprisorunent in the Berks County prison for not more
than thirty (30) tlays. Provided: each refusal or neglect to comply wtth
the terms of this ordinance shall constituto a separate and distinct
offense and shall be subject to separate and distinct penalties hereunder

ENACTED AND ORDAINED thls .l) "''d,^y of , lgg0.

Attest

TOI{NSHIP OF UPPER BERN
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